
 

  
  

WELCOME:   (COMMENTATOR)  
  

On behalf of the Charis Community, I welcome you to our Sunday Mass. All are truly 

welcome, and we are excited that you are joining us whether it’s your first time 

praying with us or if you’ve been with us for a while. The worship aid for Mass is on 

our website, and we will put the address in the chat for you should you like to pull it 

up to support your prayer.   
   

We are a Eucharistic people, so we invite you to have bread and wine, in whatever 

form you have it, with you where you are. Even though we are in many locations, we 

affirm that we are one table of believers.     
  

Today’s readings call us to humility, compassion and service. The author of Wisdom  

gives voice to the ungodly, who experience the goodness of the righteous as an 

unwelcome reminder of their selfishness. James reminds us that humility and 

peaceableness show the wisdom of God. Today’s gospel reading from Mark contrasts 

the disciples’ battle over privilege with Jesus’ proclamation of his radical approach to 

the Kingdom of God and discipleship—placing ourselves at the disposal of the 

lowliest of the kingdom. 

 

Brian Epperly writing in Patheos noted, "Taken together, these passages are invitations 

to spirit-centered relationships. They challenge us to see beyond our own or our 

nation’s self-interest. They convict us of self-centeredness when we place profit over 

people or success over relationship. They urge industriousness that builds community 

and well-being that embraces an affirmation of women and men in their many and 

varied roles."  
 

Opening our hearts and minds to this challenge, let us begin our Sabbath prayer in 

song.  
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FIRST READING   
  
  
 

 

  

 

 

  A reading from the Book of Wisdom. 

           

The wicked say: 

Let us beset the just one, who is obnoxious to us; 

 who is against our doings, 

 reproaches us for transgressions of the law 

 and charges us with violations of our training. 

            

Let us see whether the words of the just one are true; 

 let us find out what will happen. 

For if this just one is truly born of God,  

 God will defend and deliver the just one from the hand of any foes.   

            

With revilement and torture let us put the just one to the test 

 that we may have proof of this one’s gentleness 

 and patience. 

Let us condemn this person to a shameful death - 

 this one who claims God as protector. 

 

The Word of God.    R/. Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND READING   

 

 

 

  

  A reading from the Letter of Saint James. 

           

Beloved: 

Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 

 there is disorder and every foul practice.  

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, 

 then peaceable, gentle, compliant, 

 full of mercy and good fruits, 

 without inconstancy or insincerity.  

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 

 for those who cultivate peace. 

            

Where do the wars 

 and where do the conflicts among you come from?  

Is it not from your passions 

 that make war within your members?  

You covet but do not possess.  

You kill and envy but you cannot obtain; 

 you fight and wage war.  

 

You do not possess because you do not ask.  

You ask but do not receive, 

 because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 

 

  The Word of God.      R/. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL 

  

           

          A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 

           

Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey through Galilee, 

 but he did not wish anyone to know about it.  

He was teaching his disciples and telling them, 

 "The Chosen One is to be handed over to people 

 and they will kill him, 

 and after three days the Chosen One will rise."  

But they did not understand the saying, 

 and they were afraid to question him. 

           

They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house, 

 he began to ask them, 

 "What were you arguing about on the way?"  

But they remained silent. 

They had been discussing among themselves on the way 

 who was the greatest.  

 

Then Jesus sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, 

"Anyone who wishes to be first shall be the last of all  

 and the servant of all."  

Taking a child, he placed it in the their midst, 

 and putting his arms around it, he said to them, 

"Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me; 

 and whoever receives me, 

 receives not me but the One who sent me." 

 

 

The Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ.  

 R/.  Praise to you, O Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL:     
  
  
  

Commentator:      
  

Lord Jesus, you walk beside your people.  You are a Lord who feeds the hungry.  

You are a Lord who celebrates the small and the insignificant. And so we lift the 

longings of our hearts to you this day. For whom and for what else do we want to 

pray today?   
  

(We offer our prayers and respond, Lord Hear Our Prayer.)  
  

We ask all this of you, O God, knowing that you are our hope and our salvation, a 

very present help in times of trouble, and the One whose purpose is to grant and 

new and abundant life to us and our world.  Praise be to your name.    Amen  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
   
  
    

God, Your grace reaches out to all of us. 

You call us to live as citizens of heaven, 

working together with one heart and mind. 

Strengthen us to live in a manner worthy 

of the Good News we have received, 

offering our lives in service of Your kingdom, 

where the last are first, and the first are last, 

and there is grace enough for all.   

Amen.    
  
   
  
  
  


