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COMMENTATOR: 

 
On behalf of the Charis Community, I welcome you to our Sunday Mass. All 
are truly welcome, and we are excited that you are joining us whether it’s 
your first time praying with us or if you’ve been with us for a while. The 
worship aid for Mass is on our website, and we will put the address in the 
chat for you should you like to pull it up to support your prayer. 
 
We are a Eucharistic people, so we invite you to have bread and wine, in 
whatever form you have it, with you where you are. Even though we are in 
many locations, we affirm that we are one table of believers.  We trust that 
the Holy Spirit has never been and will never be restrained by time or space 
or distance! So we gather as one people, as one Body, rooted in Christ, and 
rooted in God’s love, together. 
 
After last week’s challenge to examine our allegiances and to be the body of 
Christ, to “be what we receive,” this week we will hear a message of 
encouragement and comfort which will help us to do just that. The 
Scriptures this week affirm that small contributions are significant in God’s 
economy, and that God works in mysterious hidden ways to bring forth 
fruit. 
 
Today, the parable of the sower reminds us that God is at work in all living 
things. God is at work in nature surrounding us, bringing forth new life. 
God is at work deliberately in the things we cannot see, and we live by faith 
that the seasons change and life grows and dies and grows again each 
spring. What seems useless to us is often useful by God, and God cares for 
creation as much as God cares for us.  
 
As we worship this week, may we know again the power of small things, and 
may we remember the hidden, but constant, impact of God’s Reign in our 
lives and our world. As we pray, may we have the courage to ask: What is 
God speaking to us now, and in what ways? Are we listening? Are we 
becoming the new creation God intends us to be in Christ? 
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FIRST READING:  (LECTOR #1)           

 

 
 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
 
Thus says our sovereign GOD: 
I, too, will take from the crest of the cedar, 
from its topmost branches tear off a tender shoot, 
and plant it on a high and lofty mountain; 
on the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it. 
It shall put forth branches and bear fruit, 
and become a majestic cedar. 
Birds of every kind shall dwell beneath it, 
every winged thing in the shade of its boughs. 
And all the trees of the field shall know 
that I, your God, 
bring low the high tree, 
lift high the lowly tree, 
wither up the green tree, 
and make the withered tree bloom. 
As I, the your God, have spoken, so will I do. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord 
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SECOND READING:  (LECTOR #2)           

 
 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
We are always courageous, 
although we know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord, 
for we walk by faith, not by sight. 
Yet we are courageous, 
and we would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord. 
Therefore, we aspire to please him,  
whether we are at home or away. 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each may receive recompense, 
according to what he did in the body, whether good or evil. 
 
The Word of the Lord  
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GOSPEL 

 

 
A Reading of the Good News According to Mark 
 

After John had been taken into custody, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the 

Glad Tidings God brings; The Glad Tidings from God, the Glad Tidings and Good 

News about God 

“This is the time of fulfillment. 

The realm of God is at hand. 

Transform yourself, and trust in the Good News.” 

 

Later, Jesus said to the crowds: 

 

“The kingdom of God is like someone who spreads seed on the ground.                                                                            

He goes to sleep and gets up, night and day,                                                                                                       

and through it all the seed sprouts and grows,                                                                                                                           

though he knows not how.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

By itself the soil produces a crop,                                                                                                                                 

first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.                                                                             

And when the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once                                                                                                

because the harvest has come.” 

 He also asked,                                                                                                                                                    

“To what can we compare the kingdom of God,                                                                                                      

or what parable can we use to present it?                                                                                                                                                  

It is like a mustard seed that when it is sown in the ground,                                                                                      

it is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth— 

But once it is sown, it grows up,                                                                                                                                             

and becomes the greatest of plants,                                                                                                                         

and grows large branches                                                                                                                                        

so that the birds of the sky can dwell in its shade.” 

 So with many parables like these,                                                                                                                       

he spoke the word to them, as they were able to understand.                                                                                    

He did not speak to them without a parable.                                                                                                               

But privately he explained everything to his own disciples. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord 
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COMMENTATOR   

 
  
We invite you now to unmute your mike to offer your prayer. We would very much 

like to pray with you. 
 

 

After prayers slow down… 

 
  
We praise you, Loving God, for the many blessings you have given us in our lives.  

We especially thank you for the gift of your Son in the Eucharist. Hear these 

prayers offered in the his name, Jesus the Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit now and forever.  Amen 
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Prayer After Communion 
 

  

We are all here to serve in our own unique ways and to give back to the earth and 

to life what we have been given.  We are here to contribute the one thing that 

makes us immortal:  love.  We cannot hold on to the tree of life forever and we 

cannot live forever through our actions.  But if we act out of love, the sacrifices we 

perform will sustain those who come after us, and our garden will have many 

beautiful trees.  When we each make the choice to serve, no one will suffer 

because of someone else's desires.  No tree will go without nourishment or be cut 

down to fulfill someone else's wants.  Our garden will flourish because each seed 

will have rich soil and each leaf will be free to display its beautiful colors for all to 

see.  It will be an awesome garden that will make the front page of every 

newspaper.  — Bernie Siegel, MD 


