
Thank you for joining us. Please keep your micro-

phone muted.  We will unmute for the Prayer of 

the Faithful and the Our Father. But please pray 

heartfully wherever you are! We encourage you 

to have bread and cup before you. You may no-

tice that at Charis, we    currently pray most, but 

not all, of the prayers of the Mass. This is to 

make time for our shared homily.  

 

Sunday, February 25th 

Community Welcome 

Opening Song 

Greeting  

+ In the name of the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sanctifier.  Amen.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Opening Prayer 

We come from mountaintop and valley From highways and quiet streets 
We come with joys and concerns with expectations and excuses 
We come seeking Christ to know and follow his way.  
Amen 

  

God of Abraham, lead us, 
Into fruitfulness, lead us, 
  
God of Sarah be with us, 
Through our laughter and labor, 
  
God of Moses and Aaron, 
Out of slavery, lead us, 
 
God of Miriam, lead us, 
Into songs of hope, lead us, 
 
God of Naomi, lead us, 
Into love and care, lead us, 
 
 
God of Israel, lead us, 
To the promised land, lead us, 
 
God of Samuel, lead us, 
Into listening, lead us, 
 
God of Mary be with us, 
Into trusting you, lead us, 
 
God of Jesus Christ, lead us, 
Into your new creation, 
 
God of all living people, 
Into unity, lead us, 
 
God of ev'ry race lead us, 
In diversity, lead us, 
 
God of women of all time, 
Out of history, lead us, 
 
God of humankind lead us, 
lead us together, lead us to free-
dom. 
 
Lead us now and forever, 
Give us now a new future. 



Our Reconciliation with God and Each Other 

Mothering God, we confess that we often wish to spend all of our time with you on the       
mountain top, where we are sure of your presence, where we feel connected to you. 
We confess that when we come down from the mountain, 
we often fail to go back  into the world to be your hands and feet. 
We struggle to see you in the faces of our neighbor and we are overwhelmed by the brokenness 
we see in the world. 
Forgive us, O God, when our vision is limited and our actions do not live out our discipleship.  
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  
  
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen  

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:  Genesis 2:1-18 
 
Psalm 116   
The Land of the Living  
by Janet Sullivan Whitaker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading:   Thomas Merton’s Mystical Vision 
 

Prayers of the Faithful 
  
Our response is Transfiguring God, Hear Our Prayer.  You will be invited to unmute your mike to 
share  your prayers.  Thanks! 
 
During the offertory hymn, we invite you to bring plate and cup to wherever you are, trusting that we are 

at one table in Christ. If you would like a special  Charis Communion set, please let us know at communi-

ty@charisecc.org.    We would be delighted to get you one.  

 

Offertory 

If you would like to support our ministries in this challenging time of our life as community during the of-

fertory, you can contribute using the fb donate button or on our website: www.charisecc.org. 

  

  

  

 

One thing I ask, and all that I seek Is to live with you forever in the 

land of the living.  Nobody knows – what hardships awake But we can 

help each other in the land of the living here and now. Don’t look to 

the sky when the reign of our God is here.  

Refrain: Let none of us fear. We do this together. Let nothing con-

found in us the Gospel of Peace. With God as our strength, We shall 

build up, here and now, In this land, the land of the living.  

Some may be weak, some may be strong, But each of us is blessed in 

the land of the living. Justice will roll, and all shall return to a love that 

lasts forever In the land of the living here and now. Don’t look to the 

sky when the reign of our God is here.  .  



Presentation of the Gifts 

Presider:  Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.  Blessed be 

God forever.  

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine 

and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink. Blessed be God for ever. 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty and holy One.  May 
the Lord accept the sacrifice at our hands, for the praise and glory of God’s name, for our 
good, and the good of all the Church. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Presider:  The Lord be with you.  And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 
Presider:  Blessed are you… praise:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Presider:    ...He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:  Take this, all of you, and eat it: This 
is my body which will be given up for you.    
 
When supper was ended, he took the cup.  Again he gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his disciples, 
and said: Take this all of you and drink from it. This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the 
new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed   for you and for all  so that sins may be forgiv-
en. Do this in memory of me.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again! 
 

Presider:  Send your Spirit to fill us …  For it is through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the uni-
ty of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours almighty God, forever and ever, Amen. 
 
Let us pray for the coming of the fullness of God’s reign on earth, as Jesus taught us: Our Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power and the glory, now and forever, Amen.  
 
Bless those today who persevere in faith and hope, and reveal to each of us our purpose in the fulfillment of 
your kingdom.  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of 
God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God you take away the 
sins of the world, grant us peace.    
 
Presider: This is the table of the Lord. It is made ready... For this is the bread of life and the cup of salvation:   
And we, though many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread and in the one cup.  Amen.  
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer After Communion  
 

Brother Jesus, You call us to go to the mountain top with you 

And we follow, not quite sure of what is to happen, 

but we like mountain tops, 

we like the view from up here, 

we like mountain top experiences. 

And = sometimes we need mountain top experiences with you 

when our days are dark and dreary, 

when our hearts are heavy, 

when the valleys seem more depressing than ever. 

God of infinite seeing, may this mountain top experience of being your people at prayer 

fill our hearts with your light, may we be filled with your love, 

may we be energized with the hope knowing you brings. 

Just as Moses and your disciples were changed by their experiences 

we too are changed and transformed into the image of Christ by your mercy. 

May we leave here with unveiled faces 

that reflect your love, your hope, and your light. Amen  
 
 

Final Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  May Almighty God bless you, the Creator,      
Redeemer, and Sanctifier.   Amen   Go in 
Peace to love and serve the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Closing Song 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign of Peace   

We part from our time together offering 

each other a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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