
INTRODUCTION: (COMMENTATOR): 
 
Good morning!                 
 
On behalf of the Charis Community, I welcome you to our Sunday Mass. All 
are truly welcome, and we are excited that you are joining us whether it’s your 
first time praying with us or if you’ve been with us for a while. The worship aid 
for Mass is on our website, and we will put the address in the chat for you 
should you like to pull it up to support your prayer. 
 
We are a Eucharistic people, so we invite you to have bread and wine, in 
whatever form you have it, with you where you are. Even though we are in 
many locations, we affirm that we are one table of believers.  We trust that the 
Holy Spirit has never been and will never be restrained by time or space or 
distance! So we gather as one people, as one Body, rooted in Christ, and rooted 
in God’s love, together. 
 
For the Church, today is New Year’s Day, the first Sunday of a new Liturgical 
Calendar Year, the first Sunday of Advent. 
 
The Advent story is one of hope and mystery, anticipation and preparation. 
This is the time that we hope for a kingdom made real in this world as well as 
the next. It’s a time in which we open our eyes and hearts, so that we can be 
those people who bring hope to the world. 
 
Let us raise our voices in song as we begin our Eucharist.  
  
  



  
 
 
 

FIRST READING:  (LECTOR #1)     Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2b-7 
 

(Turn the microphone on) 
 

 A reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 
O God, you are our loving Creator;  
 our Redeemer you are named forever.  
Why do you let us wander, O God, from your ways,  
 and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?  
Return for the sake of your servants,  
 the tribes of your heritage.  
 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,  
 with the mountains quaking before you, 
while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for,  
 such as they had not heard of from of old. 
No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you,  
 doing such deeds for those who are waiting. 
             Would that you might meet us doing right, 
 that we were mindful of you in our ways! 
 
Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful; 
 all of us have become like unclean people, 
 all our good deeds are like polluted rags; 
we have all withered like leaves,         
 and our guilt carries us away like the wind.   
There is none who calls upon your name,               
 who is roused to cling to you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
 and have delivered us up to our guilt.  
 
Yet, O God, you are our mother and father;  
 we are the clay, and you the potter;  
 we are all the work of your hands. 
   

 "The Word of God."  R/. "Thanks be to God!" 
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SECOND READING: (LECTOR #2)   1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 
 

  A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

Grace to you and peace  
 from God, our Creator  
 and Our Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
I give thanks to my God always on your account  
 for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus,           
 that in Christ you were enriched in every way, 
 with all discourse and knowledge, 
 as testimony to Christ was confirmed among you,                  
 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
 as you wait for the revelation of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
  
God will keep you firm to the end,  
 irreproachable on the day of our Savior Jesus Christ.  
God is faithful;  
 and by God you were called to fellowship with Jesus Christ.  
 
 
  The Word of God.                   R/. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL: (PRESIDER)        Mark 13: 33-37 
   
  
 A reading from the Good News according to Mark. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples:   
“Be watchful! Be alert!           
You do not know when the time will come.  
 
“It is like when someone travels abroad, 

and leaves home and places the servants in charge,  
each having their own work,  
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch.  
 

Watch, therefore; 
you do not know when the owner of the house is coming, 
whether in the evening, or at midnight,                          
or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 

May the owner not come suddenly and find you sleeping.  
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’” 
 
 The Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ.   
 R/.  Praise to You, O Jesus Christ!" 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Commentator  
 
This special season focuses our minds on the Lord's coming. As we invite Christ 
into our lives, let us present to him all our needs: 
 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, reminding us that we are entering into a 
time of holy preparation for Christmas. Lord,  we ask that You grant us the time 
and energy, the foresight and the wisdom to review how we live our lives – with 
our families, our friends, our communities, our work and most importantly, with 
You, Our God. 

 
We pray to the Lord               R. Lord hear our prayer 
 

We pray for success in our country in reducing the presence of the coronavirus, 
and offer prayers of gratitude for all those who continue to work at the front 
lines to serve those who are ill and all of our basic needs,  

 
We pray to the Lord               R. Lord hear our prayer 
 

That the leaders of the nations will stay awake in the face of so much 
human suffering caused by the pandemic, resist the temptation to be 
absorbed in self-interest, and work together for the common good of all. 
 

We pray to the Lord               R. Lord hear our prayer 
 
That today’s International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People 
inspire the stateswomen and statesmen of the world to assist in bring peace to 
the Holy Land, security for Israel and Palestine, and a new era 
of hope and cooperation  
 

We pray to the Lord               R. Lord hear our prayer 
 
We now invite you to unmute your mike to share your prayers with the 
community so we can pray with you today. 
 
 After some silence, close us with these words… 
     
Loving God, during this holy period of Advent, create in our hearts a place of 
silence so that we can properly prepare to welcome the gift of your presence. 
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 


