
Greeting 

Let us begin as one expression of God’s people, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

May the love of God, the hospitality of our brother Jesus, and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. And also with you. 

Turning to God with sincere hearts, we acknowledge the ways we haven’t always lived into God’s dream for 

us, and we ask forgiveness as we sing... 

Penitential Rite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May our loving God shower us with grace, forgive our sins, fill our emptiness with love, and heal the wounds 

of the world.  Amen. 

The Presider for this Opening Mass of our Synod is Bishop Denise         

Donato assisted by Deacon Joan Crawford. We are blessed to welcome 

Donna Peña, composer, along with Pedro Torres and Laura Torres-Peña, 

supporting our sung prayer today. 

Welcome  

Opening Song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy is he who rejects bad advice, who knows that integrity and justice 

have no price; happy is she who in good finds delight, the law her compan-

ion through the day and through the night 

Just like a tree near a stream given root, season to season richly yielding its 

fruit, see how they soar, how their leaves never fade,   strong are their 

branches and abundant is their shade. 

Not so for those who rejoice in their sin, like chaff on the floor they shall be 
driven by the wind. God guards the road for the just, night and day, but 
death lays ambush for the wicked on their way. 

 

Opening Prayer 



Opening Prayer 
 

Deacon:  Let us pray.. 

Presider: Loving God, we come together as Your family today, knowing that You are deep within our lives 

and all life. In this place and in this time and in the depths of our own souls, Your roots of love have been 

planted. Make our hearts into fertile soil that nurture those roots so that the fruits of compassion, humility, 

patience and peace may bloom into Your garden of goodness, as we share those fruits with one another and 

with the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus our brother. Amen  

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-5  Proclaimed by Kristen Heeringa 

Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; 
from Jesse's roots, a branch will blossom. 
the Spirit of God will rest on you-- 
a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
a spirit of counsel and strength, 
a spirit of knowledge and reverence for God. 
You will delight in obeying God,  
and you won't judge by appearances, 
or make decisions by hearsay. 
You will treat poor people with fairness 
and will uphold the rights of the land's downtrodden. 
With a single word you will strike down tyrants;  
with your decrees you will execute evil people. 
Justice will be the belt around this your waist-- 
faithfulness will gird you up.  
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Aqui Estoy Señor (Psalm 39/Salmo 39 )     Setting: Donna Peña  

  Aquí estoy, Señor, para hacer tu voluntad. Para hacer tu voluntad, aquí estoy, Señor.  

 Here I am, Lord, I come to do your will. I come to do your will, here I am, Lord.  
 

Second Reading:   Ephesians 3:16-19  Proclaimed by Deacon Mir Plemmons 

I pray that God, out of the riches of divine glory, 
will strengthen you inwardly with power  
through the working of the Spirit. 
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, so that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 
will be able to grasp fully  
the breadth, length, height and depth of Christ's love  
and, with all God's holy ones, 
experience this love that surpasses all understanding, 
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation / Versiculo antes del Evangelio  

¡Aleluya! ¡Aleluya! ¡Aleluya! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 



Gospel : Matthew 13:3-9 

Proclaimed in Spanish by Fr. Arturo Querijero 
Proclaimed in English by Deacon Joan Crawford 
 
El Señor este con ustedes. Y con tu espíritu.  
Lectura del santo Evangelio según san Mateo. Gloria a ti, Señor.  
Y les habló muchas cosas en parábolas, diciendo: El sembrador salió a sembrar; y al sembrar, parte de la semil-
la cayó junto al camino, y vinieron las aves y se la comieron. Otra parte cayó en pedregales donde no tenía mucha 
tierra; y enseguida brotó porque no tenía profundidad de tierra; pero cuando salió el sol, se quemó; y porque no 
tenía raíz, se secó. Otra parte[bcayó entre espinos; y los espinos crecieron y la ahogaron. Y otra parte cayó en tier-
ra buena y dio*fruto, algunas semillas a ciento por uno, otras a sesenta y otras a treinta. El que tiene oídos, que 
oiga.  Palabra de Dios  Te alabamos Señor   
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, oh Lord. 
[Jesus] addressed them at length in parables: "One day, a farmer went out sowing seed. 
Some of the seed landed on a footpath, where birds came and ate it up. Some of the seed fell on rocky ground, 
where there was little soil. This seed sprouted at once since the soil had no depth, but when the sun rose and 
scorched it, it withered away for lack of roots. Again, some of the seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked it. And some of it landed on good soil, and yielded a crop thirty, sixty, even a hundred times what was 
sown."  The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily: Bishop Denise Donato 
 

Prayers of the Faithful:  

Proclaimed by Joshua Cruz and Mark Querijero   

Rooted in faith and rising in grace, we offer our prayers before the God who journeys with us each day. Our re-
sponse will be: God of journeys, receive our prayers 
 
God of beginnings, you have granted us many gifts along the way; the gifts of wisdom, counsel, understanding, 
strength, reverence, delight. Today, we ask for a fresh outpouring of these gifts so that we may ease further down 
the road and co-establish your beloved community;  
We pray,  God of journeys, receive our prayers. 
 
God of the way, you have ventured this path with us and have taught us the beauty of placing our feet on the 
path, even when it was scary. Today, as the Ecumenical Catholic Communion presses forth in authenticity,  con-
tinue to dwell among us so that rooted in you, we may more truly grasp the great magnitude of your image, which 
is incarnated in the ones often ignored or pushed off the path;  
We pray,  God of journeys, receive our prayers. 
 
God of companionship, you have held our hand in affirmation of your love for us, even when we doubted you 
or casted you off, yet you always showed up then extended your hand. Today, as we gather for holy synod, may 
this grace of always being willing to journey with others - especially the poor and oppressed of our world, teach us 
the height, the breadth, and the depth of God’s love; which passes all understanding;  
We pray,  God of journeys, receive our prayers. 
  
God of arriving, you have brought us to this point and have inspired us to continue down the way. Today, as a 
communion, continue to inspire us so that we may know the true directions that your blessed spirit is calling us 
towards and in so doing, may our participation with your creativity assist in ushering in the dream you have for 
us; We pray,  God of journeys, receive our prayers. 
 
*Please offer at this point, your personal intentions*  
We pray,  God of journeys, receive our prayers 

 
Presider:  Good and faithful God, you have always been there as the ever affirming and ever inspiring parent. As a 
communion, may we step forth in mature faith, leaning on the blessed assurance that you will always sow in us 
the gifts we need and venture down the road with us to bring the harvest of our souls to fulfillment. May we never 
grow weary of the way and when necessary take pause to honor those who journey with us. Life is short and some 
of our kin have gone to glory, may they always empower us when we need a little nudge to spread our wings and 
fly over new horizons. In confidence, we make all these prayers to our gracious God.  Amen.  
  



God who blesses us and calls us beloved, You are most wonderful. Send Your Holy Spirit upon us to plant the 
roots of Your Reign within us, so that we may grow to become signs of Your love and justice in the world.  

Let also Your Spirit come upon these gifts of bread and wine to make them holy so that they may become for 
us the +Body and Blood of our brother, Jesus Christ. 

It was at the table that Jesus wanted all to learn to be one in selfless acts of serving and sharing. So, in an at-
mosphere of love and trust, Jesus gave You thanks God, he took the bread and broke it, gave it to his friends 
and said, 

Take this all of you and eat it; this is my body which will be given up for you. 

And when supper was ended, Jesus took the cup that was filled with wine, again he gave You thanks and 
praise, then he gave to the cup to his friends and said, 

Take this all of you and drink from it; this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and ev-
erlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all. Do this in memory of me. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Blessed are You, Loving God of all Creation, through Your goodness we have this bread to place on Your    ta-

ble. Work of earth and human hands. May it become our spiritual food.    Blessed be God forever. 

Blessed are You, Loving God of all Creation, through Your goodness we have this wine to offer You. Fruit of the 

vine and work of human hands. May it become our spiritual drink.  Blessed be God forever. 

Pray my sisters, my brothers, my family, that these, our gifts and our lives, may continue to be blessed by our 

Loving God.  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at our hands, for the praise and glory of God’s 

name, for our good and the good of all God’s world. 

May the peace of our God be with you all.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to our Loving God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  always and everywhere to give thanks to You, God of our nurturing.   

In the beginning Your Spirit stirred within the formless depths and a world of relationships and possibilities 

came into being.  From those humble beginnings even until this day, all life is nourished by its rootedness in 

You, and through Your grace, our efforts can bloom into the fruits that feed the world. 

Your love flows through our veins and animates our souls. As we rely on You for our sustenance, 

we also rely on You for direction. As Your Rising Sun crosses the sky,  our branches turn toward the trajectory 

of Your love made visible in the person of Your Son and through his Body, the Church gathered at work. Now 

as one voice, as one community united in You, together with the saints and angels, with the trees and the birds, 

and all the holy ones, we are glad to share our praise to You:  

 

Santo, Santo, Santo, Dios del universe, Llenos esta la cielo, y la tierra de tu gloria. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna en las alturas. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna en las alturas. 

 

Bendito el que viene en el nombre Que viene en al nombre del Señor. 

Bendito el que viene en el nombre Que viene en el nombre del Señor. 

 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna en las alturas. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna en las alturas. 



Deacon:  Let us proclaim the mystery of wonder in our midst. 

Anunciamos tu muerte 

Proclamamos su resurrección. 

Ven, Señor 

Ven Señor, Aleluya. 

 

Presider: Beloved God, Gardener of all Creation, You have invited each of us here today, and so we gather at 

many tables, knowing that all tables are Your Table, O God. And in You, we are one. 

We come from many places, differing in age, differing in gender, differing in race, orientation, ability, politics, 

and even religion. But we come from one world, and we are all made in Your image. 

As we come together around these tables, we discover that our differences are indeed a blessing and our diversi-

ty is to be celebrated; and the more difference we bring, the more fully we experience the presence of the sacred 

and the holy in our midst.  

We pray for our church, for our Holy Synod, for our laity, clergy, Bishop Francis and all our bishops, and for 

every member of the ECC, past, present and future. We also pray for those who share with us a vision of inde-

pendent yet interconnected Catholicism and, indeed, all people of goodwill throughout the world whose lives are 

rooted in love. May we recognize Your image in one another. Draw us closer in unity as You draw us all closer to 

You. 

God of Companionship, be with our families and friends, the young and old, the sick and dying, and all those 

who need Your nurturing love this day. Reconcile all those who experience pain and discrimination.  With lov-

ing hearts, we ask that You embrace all who have died, so they may share eternal life with You. May the vision of 

unity that Jesus put forth to his disciples be fulfilled in us through Your Holy Spirit. Let this meal nourish us to 

go into the world to heal and serve one another in the service of Your Word. Together now we say…. 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are 
Yours, all loving God, for ever and ever.   

(sung) 

Amen, Aleluya. 

Amen, Aleluya. 

Amen 

Amen, Aleluya. 

Deacon: Because in Christ we have received the Spirit of adoption, as daughters and sons and children of God 
we dare to pray... 

Padre Nuestro  sung to the tune of “The Sound of Silence” 
 
Padre nuestro tu que estás  
en los que aman la verdad, 
has que el reino que por Ti se dio 
llegue pronto a nuestro corazón, 
que el amor, que tu hijo, 
nos dejó, ese amor... 
habite en nosotros. 
Y en el pan de la unidad, 
Cristo danos Tu la paz 
y olvidate de nuestro mal, 
si olvidamos el de los demás, 
no permitas, que caigamos 
en tentación... 
oh señor… y ten piedad… del mundo. 
 



Cordero de Dios (sung) 

Cordero de Dios, Cordero de Dios, que quitas el pecado del mundo, ten piedad de nosotros.  

Cordero de Dios, Cordero de Dios, que quitas el pecado del mundo, ten piedad de nosotros.  

Cordero de Dios, Cordero de Dios, que quitas el pecado del mundo, danos la paz; danos la paz  

This is the living God, the Body and Blood of Christ. The One who transforms the world, the One who trans-

forms us. Blessed are we who are gathered at this meal.   

Please respond as you feel called to respond. Responses include:  

For we, though many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread and in the one cup.  Amen.  

Or   

Lord I am [not] worthy to receive you, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

Invitation to Communion 

This Table is God’s Table, and with God, Jesus our brother is the host. Jesus made no restrictions on who comes 

to the Table, and neither do we. Wherever you are on this journey of life, on your journey of faith, you are wel-

come here, here in this place, here in this community, here in this circle.  

We ask Christ to spiritually come into our hearts, believing that Christ is truly present in this Most Holy    Sac-

rament and acknowledging our desire to be united with Christ and with one another. Though we cannot at this 

moment receive of the one bread and the one cup, we are confident in the Spirit’s work among us.  

God has called us together, and God’s grace is pursuing us. We are of One God, we are One Body. Receive the 

grace that God shares with you today.  

Communion Song  Instrumental  

Prayer after Communion 

Deacon: Let us pray... 

Presider: Creator God, may the mystery and beauty of this meal that we have celebrated lead us to become co-

creators with You, strengthening the roots of Your love within us to bring forth fruits of peace and justice. We 

ask this in the name of Jesus our brother. Amen. 

Closing Prayer 

May the love of God be with you all.  And also with you. Let us open our hearts as we ask for God’s blessing. 

“Our God is a Poet,” written and proclaimed by Fr. Teri Harroun 

Presider: And may our loving God bless us all, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Deacon:  Go in peace now my friends, to love and serve the Divine, who is present in all people and all Creation  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Sign of Peace  

Deacon: Jesus, you said to your apostles, “Peace I leave you, my peace I give to you.” Look not on our sins but 

on the faith of your church and grant us the peace and unity of your kin-dom where you live forever and ever.  

Amen.   Tonight we will be sharing peace with each other in Sign Language. 

May the peace of our loving God be with you all.  And also with you. 

Let us offer each other now a sign of Christ’s peace. 



Closing Song 
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