INTRODUCTION: (COMMENTATOR):

Good morning/evening:
On the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty is emblazoned a poem, The New Colossus, written by Emma Lazarus. These words, although not spoken, cry out to remind us who we are and what our country stands for.     (pause)

“…Give me your tired, your poor, your huddles masses yearning to breathe free, 
the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, the tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 

These words echo God’s call to each of us. Are we not tired…poor…yearning to be free…searching for the light of Christ…wanting only to rest in the comfort of God’s embrace?                         (pause)
Let us begin our celebration today by praising God in song.         

FIRST READING: (LECTOR #1) 

Zechariah 9:9-10 
(Turn the microphone on.)
          
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Zechariah.


          Thus says the Most High:

          Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion,

          

shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem!

          See, your sovereign shall come to you;

          

a just savior,

          meek, and riding on a donkey,

          

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

          This ruler shall banish the chariot from Ephraim,

          

and the horse from Jerusalem;

          the warrior's bow shall be banished,

          

and peace shall be proclaimed to the nations.

          This one's dominion shall be from sea to sea,

          

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

          

The word of God.


R/.  Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING:  (LECTOR #2) 
 
Romans 8:9, 11-13 

          
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans



Sisters and brothers,

          
you are not in the flesh;

          
on the contrary, you are in the spirit,

          
if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

          Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ 


does not belong to Christ. 

          If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you,

          
the One who raised Christ from the dead

          
will give life to your mortal bodies also,

          
through the Spirit that dwells in you.

          Consequently, brothers and sisters,

          
we are not debtors to the flesh,

          
to live according to the flesh. 

          For if you live according to the flesh, you will die;

          
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,

          
you will live.

          

The word of God.


R/.  Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL:  (PRESIDER) 




Matthew 11:25-30 



A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.


          At that time Jesus exclaimed: 

          "I give praise to you, Abba, Sovereign of heaven and earth, 

          

for although you have hidden these things

          

from the wise and the learned 

          

you have revealed them to little ones; 

          yes, for such has been your gracious will."

          "All things have been handed over to me by God; 

          and no one knows me except God, 

          

and no one knows God except me 

          

and anyone to whom I wish to reveal God. 

          "Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 

          

and I will give you rest. 

          Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
          

for I am meek and humble of heart; 

          

and you will find rest for yourselves. 

          For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

The Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ.    

R/. Praise to you, O Jesus Christ.        
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